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We sight a steamer on our leeward side. A passing vessel is a great excitement on an ocean voyage. From the time

when she first appears, a tiny speck on the distant horizon, every one is on deck watching her as she slowly climbs

into full view, then draws nearer and nearer to our floating palace. How companionable she seems in the vast waste

around us. We wonder to which line she belongs; what is her name; her speed, and whither she is bound: and now that

she is within hailing distance, we await eagerly the result of the usual interchange of questions and answers by means

of small flags and a certain code of signals, well understood throughout the nautical world.
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